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T hank you to Ann Burke for fifty 

years of faithful service in so 

many aspects of our lives together 

here at Christ Church.  Ann was 

honored at Trinity Cathedral on 

Saturday, September 26th at an 

Evensong Service for Older Adults. 

Ann Burke with The Rt. Rev. William 

“Chip” Stokes, Bishop of New Jersey 

Ann stands to be recognized as her name 

is called at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton. 

Father Bill Thomas & Anne Burke 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown?viewer_id=0
http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/
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Deep Church Musings 
Being Open to  

Adaptive Practice 

by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 

Take a good look at the picture 
to the left. It’s really a collage that 
tells a story of how I came to find a 
solution to the bi-fold doors that 
lead from the finished basement of 
our condo into the laundry area. 
You need to know that the doors 
are not a standard height. Due to a 
low beam, a previous owner ap-
peared to cut down normal size 
doors. I suspect the panels cov-
ered by the ugly cloths lost their 
slats due to poor or hasty work-
manship. 

The solution you see in the pic-
ture was not readily apparent to 
me. I was stuck trying to simply get 
rid of the ugly cloth coverings. Buy-
ing new doors was out of the ques-
tion (too costly for custom-made). 
Finding replacement slats was not 
an option either.  

The solution came when I let my 
field of vision expand. Once I 
stopped trying to fix the space oc-
cupied by the overt problem (the 
ugly cloths), the opportunity to 
transform the doors came when I 
saw the four slatted upper panels 
as a whole. In that moment, I real-
ized I could cover them. Then the 
questions started to pop: “What 
would the cover look like?” “Would 
the cover have a purpose? I al-
ready had a one-write board so 
there was no need for another. 
What about a piece of self-stick art 
that could adhere to a shiny sur-
face and be cut to open and close 
with doors? The Brooklyn Diner 
graphic, chosen more for size and 
cost, became a slice of heaven 
with its vibrant colors. Between 
Lowes, where Billy and Jimmy cut 
down a 4’x8’ piece of Masonite to 
fit, and Cafepress.com, where they 

custom printed the 3’x4’ Brooklyn 
Diner graphic from their catalog, I 
spent less than $70.00 on materi-
als!  

Once I found the solution, I real-
ized that I had engaged in what is 
known as “Adaptive Practice.” This 
approach, brought to public aware-
ness by medical doctor and Har-
vard leadership professor Ron 
Heifetz, moves problem solving 
from the “technical” to the 
“adaptive.” Once you change your 
perspective from a narrow to a 
broad focus, more opportunities for 
a solution can be found. In the 
case of the bi-fold doors, I had to 
stop looking at the narrow space 
occupied by the ugly cloths. When 
the technical solution, namely 
changing the doors became unten-

able (remember, too expensive), I 
needed to adapt to the challenge 
of the problem. When I asked my-
self what was the purpose of the bi
-fold doors, I had an entrance (pun 
intended!) into how I had to adapt 
my approach. Now the doors could 
do more than simply block the view 
of the laundry area, they could 
serve as the frame for something 
to make the creative space where I 
work at home more stimulating. 

Adaptive practice is more com-
plex than this simple solution to 
a, frankly, simple problem. 
Changing behavior or worldview 
begins with a willingness to 
change or adapt to a new situa-
tion. In so many ways, a rich 
spiritual life is grounded in a will-
ingness to not only be changed 



 

 

Video recordings of Father Bill’s weekly sermons are available on the Christ 
Church website.  Archived videos may be found on Father Bill’s website.   

Contact Father Bill at 252-876-6841 or williamcarlthomas@gmail.com.  

but transformed by the love of God 
found all around us. Listening carefully 
for that love is similar to seeing beyond 
what grabs our attention (ugly cloths, for 
example) and looking for what God 
yearns for us to see. When that hap-
pens, we discover that we have always 

had more than we could ask or imagine. 
The adaptive challenge becomes how to 
maintain this openness. Sharing the 
love that made such openness possible 
becomes the adaptive practice that 
makes heaven on earth possible.  

Being Open to Adaptive Practice   (continued from page 2) 

The Reverend Dr.  

William Carl Thomas,  

Priest-in-Charge 
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Introduction 
This article contains much of the sermon I preached on 
September 27th. In the box to the middle of this page 
you'll find the five stewardship commitment points I 
made at the beginning of the sermon. I noted that I had 
learned the first four from The Rt. Rev. Furman C. 
S tough ,  one t i m e 
Bishop of Alabama and 
later Deputy for Stew-
ardship (and much 
more) to his old college 
f r i end ,  P res id ing 
Bishop Edumnd C. 
Browning during the 
early 1990's. I met 
Bishop Stough within a 
year of my ordination to 
the priesthood when I 
served as the Associ-
ate Rector at St. Ann's 
in Sayville, New York 
(which is on Long Is-
land in Suffolk County). 
Our relationship deep-
ened over the years, 
and on his recommen-
dation, I became Rector 
of St. Matthias in Tuscaloosa, Alabama in late 1994. It 
was there I became a Stewardship Training Consultant 
and under Bishop Stough's tutelage as well as his part-
ner in this work, The Rev. Bill Yon, became well versed 
in what is known as the Alabama Plan. 
 

I first heard Bishop Stough offer his four points about 
commitment when he came to St. Ann's as an Assisting 
Bishop in 1991. His interpretation of the Pearl of Great 
Price from the Gospel according to Matthew changed 
my worldview. As time went on, I began, with his per-
mission, to retell the story. Eventually, I expanded the 
story to make it reflect my journey in faith. The fifth 

point about commit-
ment is an outgrowth of 
my participation in the 
work of the Steward-
ship Commission of the 
Diocese of West Vir-
ginia. We felt the guid-
ance of the first four 
points begged for 
something more. I think 
Bishop Stough, who 
died some years ago, 
would be pleased with 
the fruits of our work: 
"Discipleship that leads 
to Apostolic Action is 
the outcome of that 
commitment."  
 

My hope is to prayer-
fully help you with your 
own outcome. You 

might find a sense of peace with your decision if you, as 
The Rev. Bill Yon teaches with a wry sense of humor, 
hold your pledge next to your face as you look into a 
mirror. If you're frowning, you'll know it's too little or too 
much. If it's just right, your smile will be broad and as 

The Pearl of Great Price 

The Inspiration and Teaching found in the  

Sermon preached on September 27, 2015  

by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 

The Pearl of Great Price      A Stewardship Sermon by The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 

(continued on page 4) 

Five Stewardship Commitment Points 

1. Evangelism calls people to commitment. 

2. Christian Formation teaches the meaning of that 

commitment. 

3. Worship celebrates that commitment. 

4. Stewardship is the practice of that  

commitment. 

5. Discipleship that leads to Apostolic Action is the 

outcome of that commitment. 

  

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/worship
http://www.balconyperspective.com/
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joy filled as that of a child who knows that he or she has 
done something quite pleasing in the sight of Mom or 
Dad. Perhaps the following retelling of my interpretation 
of the Pearl of Great Price will help. 
 

This story helps one understand what theologian 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer called "The Cost of Discipleship." 
Bonhoeffer, a part of the Confessing Church in Ger-
many that stood up to Adolf Hitler, was executed by the 
Nazis just days before his concentration camp was lib-
erated. There's another reason I point out this fact, but 
it comes later in the sermon. 

The Pearl of Great Price 
Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought 
it." (Matthew 13:45-46 NRSV)   
 

Imagine that you are that merchant. The pearl of great 
value (or great price in other translations), is the love of 
God found in Jesus Christ. You want that in the worst 
(or, hopefully the best) way. So you’re not surprised 
when the "seller" shows up.  
 

You ask, "What will it cost?" 
The seller replies, "Give me everything you have." 
 

You pat your wallet, pull it out, present it to the seller 
thinking you can get away with "everything you have on 
you." 
 

The seller understands you all too well and says, "I 
think you're going to need a little help. Let's take an in-
ventory." 
 

"Do you have a house?" You nod yes. 
 

"Does that house have a kitchen?" You nod yes again. 
 

"Is there food in the refrigerator and the cabinets?" 
Again, your head, much like a bobble doll from the ball-
park, nods yes. 
 

And so the inventory goes. The seller learns that you 
have three bedrooms and closets filled with clothes. 
Your two cars in the garage also go on the list. You 
don't mind. The seller seems to have your best interests 
at heart.  
 

Then it gets all too serious. The inventory moves to 
your bank accounts, your investments, your vacation 
home. Yes, the seller wants those as well. 
 

But a little humor finds its way into the inventory. The 
seller is interested in your relationships that go beyond 

money or possessions. Yes, you say, "Take my 
spouse." And, even more emphatically you literally cry 
with joy, "Take my teenage children!" 
 

The exhaustive inventory is now complete. And you are 
as happy and relaxed as you have ever been. The 
seller, who you suspect might be God, is making it pos-
sible for you to have the pearl, which you know to be 
the love that is Jesus Christ. 
 

You walk away content. You've given up everything but 
now you have the love found in Jesus. How could it be 
any better even if it seems so strange? Then you hear 
the seller’s throat clear and you are stopped in your 
tracks. It was too good to be true, you think. 
 

"You know all this stuff that I now have in my posses-
sion," the seller begins. "This is more that I need for 
right now. So would you please hold on to it for me." 
 

Realization slowly sinks in to what the seller has just 
said. You now have the pearl (the love of God in Jesus 
Christ) and all your stuff back. All you had to do was 
simply be willing to sell all that you have to find that 
love. Wow! Are you happy or what! Everything looks 
just as it did before and you have Jesus as well. What a 
great deal! 
 

You no longer walk. You're skipping. Literally jumping 
with joy. Then you hear the seller's throat clearing noise 
again. You stop. Your heart sinks as you're sure you 
are about to encounter "the other shoe dropping" right 
on your head. 
 

The seller says, "I want you to remember that every-
thing on the inventory is mine. The house, the food, the 
beds, the clothes, the cars, the money, the investments, 
those you love and care for, their mine. But I want you 
to remember two key things: I trust you, and you’re my 
steward." 
 

"There may come a time when I'll need you to take 
some of my food and feed someone who is hungry." 
 

"There may come a time when I'll need you to take 
some of my clothes and provide for someone who is 
naked." 
 

"There may come a time when I'll need you to use my 
car and visit someone who is lonely or in prison." 
 

"There may come a time when I'll need you to take 
some of my money and use it for something you may 
not understand." 
 

"I trust you. You are my steward." 
 

The Pearl of Great Price      (continued from page 3) 

(continued on page 5) 



 

 

Just as you begin to realize the impact of your new 
trusting relationship, you hear the seller say, "Oh, one 
more thing." One more, you think. What else could 
there be? "Your spouse and your children. Remember, 
they're mine. I'm trusting you to make the right deci-
sions about their welfare." 
 

And just as you wonder: doesn't trust go both ways, the 
seller looks you directly in the eyes, places a hand on 
your shoulder, and says, "You can trust me to be there 

when you least expect it and need it most. Really, while 
you may be my steward, you are also my friend and I 
love you." 

Epilogue 
This story that Bishop Stough used to place our rela-
tionship with God in the proper context could simply 
end here. The call to live into Matthew 25:31-44 (when 
did we see you naked, or in prison etc) is powerful. But 
as is always the case, if you look hard enough and lis-
ten deeply enough, you will find your own story in Holy 
Scripture. 
 

In Mark 10:17-31 we meet a character often called The 
Rich Young Ruler. When encountering Jesus he asks, 
"Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
Jesus quizzes him about his knowledge of the com-
mandments. The man replies, "Teacher I have kept all 
these since youth." This man, this rich young ruler, ap-
pears to be a good man seeking affirmation that his ap-
proach to life was the right one. Jesus shocks him with 
a demand about what we might see as the cost of disci-

pleship, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and 
give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me." 
 

As we read or hear this, we enter into the man's dis-
may. Mark writes, "When he (the man) heard this, he 
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions." We hear nothing about this rich young 
ruler again in scripture. Mark, however, reminds us of 
what makes it possible to sell all we have and follow 
Jesus: "Jesus, looking at him, love him." 
 

I know this to be true for I am very much that man who 
simply wanted affirmation that my approach to life was 
the right one. When I finally gave up my need for my 
many possessions I received more than I could ask or 
imagine: the immeasurable greatness of his power for 
us who believe. (Ephesians 1:19 NRSV) This power, 
this love, is the ultimate expression of the trust that God 
has in me. My continued hope is to have the faith to 
share the love that reveals my trust in God.  
 

When I sign my name to my stewardship commitment 
card and make my pledge, I affirm that I am God's 
steward and that no matter what happens, I can trust 
God to guide me in the right use of all that God has 
given me: which is everything. When I hold the pledge 
card in front of the mirror and find my smile, I see in the 
reflection the same love that Jesus showered on my 
alter-ego, that rich young ruler who found his way back 
because of the immeasurable greatness of the power of 
that love. 

The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 
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The Pearl of Great Price      (continued from page 4) 

Blessing of the Animals  

October 4th 

B ring your pets (the live, or “stuffed” kind) to 

church for a blessing on Sunday, October 

4th in the New Church, as we remember St. 

Francis of Assisi at the 10 a.m. Liturgy. 
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Thank you ... 
to Al Cook of Cook’s Tree Service, Middletown, for 

raising our Calico Fair banner on Kings Highway.  

The Calico Fair:  Saturday, Oct. 10, 9 am—3 pm 
Early Bird White Elephant & Book Sale  Friday, Oct. 9, 9 am-3 pm 

 Orders are due for Bill Cuff’s famous quiche—This Sunday (October 4th) is 

the deadline for quiche orders.  Please order yours today!   

 White Elephant (rummage) items, books, and any other donations are now be-

ing accepted in the Undercroft from 9am-5pm M-F, and 10am-4pm Saturday & Sun-

day. Please, no large furniture or large TVs. Anything else that is sell-able is welcome 

and appreciated! Help is needed for sorting during the day. Please see Sue Murphy. 

 Social networking works! If you are on Facebook, please invite your friends to 

the Fair!  Here’s the URL for the Cal ico Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TheCalicoFair. Questions? Please email Theresa at 

theresa@casadelatuttle.com. Thank you! 

 Are you an eBay aficionado? We received several wonderful Silent Auction donations which may be 

more effectively sold separately on eBay.  Please call Barbara Garrity if you can help. 

 Silent Auction donations are gratefully accepted. Please bring any completed baskets or items you may wish 

to donate to the church office by end of day Tuesday, October 6th.  Thank you! 

 Christ Church Tee Shirts—See Ronnie Warren about buying your tee!  It will help identify you as a Christ 

Church member at the Fair.  

 Children’s Games—Prizes are needed for the participants of the Children’s Games at the Fair. Any individu-

ally wrapped candy or small, inexpensive toys that may be given as a prize would be helpful.  

 The Holiday Shoppe celebrates all of the holidays, not just Christmas! All holiday themed items and crafts 

are needed.   

 Bake Shop & Café—Please sign up on the Calico bulletin board in the Undercroft, and let us know what you 

are planning to bring. If you have any questions or need some suggestions, please see Judy Forys.  

 Accessory Boutique—Gather up all those very stylish accessories that are lying about in your closet and 

see Cyndi Corbitt. Think about belts, scarves, ties, bags that you are no longer using.  

 Raffle—There are four great prizes to win, for only $2 per chance:  A Gist office chair ($742 value), a Sentry 

home safe ($417 value), a “Night on the Town” tickets to Count Basie Theatre ($150) & Nicholas Restaurant 

($300), and an Acer Chromebook 11 Laptop ($170 Value). Tickets are available after church, in the office, and 

the day of the Fair.  Please turn in your sold and unsold raffle tickets ASAP. Thanks!! 

 Book Sale—Thank you for your donations! As you ready your books for the sale, please take a critical look. 

Magazines, textbooks, Readers Digest condensed readers, encyclopedias and tattered books just don't sell so 

kindly don't bring those in. We do best with gently used books that people would be happy to add to their own 

libraries. Thank you ! 
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The Diocese of New Jersey  

Guiding Principles for my ministry in the Diocese of New Jersey  

by The Rt. Rev. William “Chip” Stokes, Bishop of New Jersey 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care 

how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has 

been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.    (1 Cor. 3:10-11)  

Principle I The mission of the Church is the primary mission of the Diocese:  

“To restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”  

Principle II The mission of the Church is carried out through commitment and faithful adherence,  

both corporately and individually, to the Baptismal Covenant:  

A. Commitment to the statements of belief contained in the Apostles’ Creed  

• I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth  

• I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

• I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Holy Catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

B. Commitment and faithful adherence, corporately and individually, to the five Christian 

“lifestyle clauses” contained within the Baptismal Covenant:  

• Continue in the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in 

the prayers.  

• Persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord.  

• Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.  

• Seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself.  

• Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every hu-

man being.  

Principle III The life of the Christian parish/mission and individual is shaped by a balanced rhythm  

of prayer/worship, study, service and fellowship.  

This is a slight modification of the “Christian-life model” developed by Bob Gallagher and the 

Church Development Institute which relies on what is essentially a Benedictine framework.  

Continued on page 9 
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Principle IV The ministry of every parish must have a balanced internal/external mission focus.  

• Parishes/Missions must minister to those within their walls with particular emphasis on Christian 

formation for all ages.  

• Parishes/Missions must also reach out and engage those within the communities in which they 

are set with particular attention to the poor, needy and otherwise marginalized.  

Principle V Vibrant Christian Faith results from a vital partnership between the institutional  

church (denomination, diocese, parish/mission) and the home, no matter what  

that home configuration is.  

I accept the Five Principles of the Vibrant Faith Ministry Frame:  

• Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal trusted relationships often in our 

own homes.  

• The Church is a living partnership between the home, the congregation the diocese, the de-

nomination and the wider body of Christ  

• Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church too  

• Faith is caught more than it’s taught  

• If we want Christian children and youth we need faithful Christian adults, parents, mentors.  

Principle VI Growth matters and numbers matter.  

• Growth in faith.  

• Growth in number of committed, faithful Christians.  

• Growth in church attendance and participation  

• Growth in monetary income. You shall know them by their fruits  

Principle VII The standard for all ministries in the Diocese of New Jersey is one of excellence.  

• This should be the basic standard of all of our offerings to God.  

• Today’s “church market” dominated by a consumerist culture and mindset does not tolerate 

mediocrity.  

Principle VIII To forward the Gospel in today’s world, technology is to be embraced.  

• The Church’s easiest access to the home today is through social media and technology.  

• The Church’s most direct access to young people is through social media and technology.  

• The Church can reach out and engage in Christian formation and other activities through 

technology.  

• The Church will use technology and social-media to communicate and to build community.  

• In today’s world, a parish/mission without an active website, or with one that is poor or out of 

date, doesn’t exist to those beyond its walls.  

Principle IX To be a Christian is to be a member of the body of Christ and  

part of a purposeful community. You cannot be a Church of one.  

Principle X In today’s culture there is a deep hunger for God and a deep hunger  

for genuine, purposeful community. The ministry of the Church is  

to meet at this crossroad, address and help satisfy both of these hungers. 

 
—The Rt. Rev. William “Chip” Stokes, Bishop of New Jersey 

Ten Principles of Ministry   (continued from page 8) 
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T hank you to all of the volunteers for the successful Christ Church pic-

nic! A special thank you to Kim Schuler who worked tirelessly to make 

this a great event for all of our church members. Thank you to all who 

brought tasty salads or desserts. For our members that were not able to 

attend, the surprise was a vintage 1954 Chevrolet Good Humor Ice 

Cream Truck with unlimited Ice Cream! Please visit the church website or 

Facebook page for pictures of this perfectly restored  beauty.   It was a 

great afternoon of fun and fellowship!  Special thanks to Joyce Wright for 

hosting the event. 

T hank you to Judy Forys and Edna Marie Tho-

mas for scrubbing the nursery and all its toys 

from top to bottom!  Nursery care is free, and is 

now available for infants and toddlers up to age 

3 during the 10 a.m. Liturgy. 

Thank you to our nursery volunteers, Judy Forys, 

Patricia Robertson, and Edna Marie Thomas for 

looking after our little ones until a permanent 

caregiver is hired.   

T hank you to everyone who con-

tributed to the Back-to-School 

Project on behalf of Community 

Outreach Group.  We raised a total 

of $420 that will be used to pur-

chase school clothing and supplies 

for distribution through COG’s eve-

ning pantry. 

Community Outreach Group 

Back-to-School Project 

M any thanks to all who pur-

chased coffee from our favor-

ite local company, Jersey Shore 

Coffee Roasters. Our profits, which 

totaled $288.25, will benefit those in 

need through the ministry of Christ 

Church Outreach.   

Outreach Coffee Sale 

Christ Church family picnic at the Wright home.   

Visit our Facebook page or our website  for more great photos. 

Nursery Care Returns 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://www.christchurchmiddletown.org
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B ringing home small gifts from your vacation?  
Don’t forget the sample sized toiletries found in 

your hotel room for Seamen’s Church Institute who 
distributes them to mariners as part of their gift packs.  
Needed are unopened and unused soaps, tooth-
paste, mouthwash, deodorants, skin lotions, etc, in 
travel sizes. Please place your donations in a plastic 
bag marked “SCI” and place in one of the little red 
wagons. Thank you!   

  Erna Sottile 

Seamen’s Church Institute  

Outreach 
COG Household Goods Drive 

O n November 14th we’ll be packing up the per-

sonal and household cleaning items for distri-

bution to the families receiving assistance from the 

Calico Cupboard pantry. Each month we’ve col-

lected a different item to fill the shopping list of 

household goods; a few more of each item are still 

needed.  Below is a complete list; please consider 

picking up one or two if you see a good sale.   

● 3 bars of bath soap 

● 1 container of dish detergent (12-19 oz.) 

● 1 deodorant 

● 1 spray container of liquid kitchen/bathroom 

cleanser  

● 1 box of plastic wrap 

● 2 boxes of facial tissues 

● 2 tubes of toothpaste 

● 6 rolls toilet paper 

● 1 container of liquid laundry detergent 

Please place your donations in any Little Red 

Wagon.  Thank you so much for your continued 

support!    

Joyce Wright, Coordinator  

C ardboard Box City is an annual event that raises 

awareness and funds for Family Promise to help 

homeless families in Monmouth County.  Participants 

raise a minimum of $100 each, and sleep overnight in 

a cardboard shelter which they design.  Congratula-

tions to Morgan Barth, who won 2nd place for her de-

sign which resembled a barn.  Click here to read the 

Asbury Park Press article and view their video where 

Morgan and other participants are interviewed.  Mor-

gan Barth, Anna Schuler, and Susan Zaccaria, were 

the participating Christ Church youth. The project 

raised over $14,000.  

Cardboard Box City 6 

Family Promise of Monmouth County 

Sponsor a Christ Church Walker 

for the annual Red Bank 

CROP Walk 
Sunday, October 18, 2015 

Susan Zaccaria & Katie Roberts  

setting up their “home” for the night. 

http://www.app.com/story/news/local/monmouth-county/2015/09/29/homeless-night-lessons-cardboard-box-city/72727172/
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Christian Formation for Children & Youth 

Register  

for Church School or 

Youth Group 

Click here to register your  

children for Church School 

now. Church School 

classes meet at 10:00 am 

on the second floor of the 

Education Wing.  

Click here to register your 

teens for Youth Group now. 

Youth Group meets  

at 9 am on Sundays  

in the Youth Lounge 

Father Bill Thomas and the First Intentional Communion Class (2nd through 4th 

grade met for their first session on September 27.  Fifth and sixth grade students meet 

on October 4th in Father Bill’s office after the 10 a.m. Liturgy.  

Youth Group Resumes October 4th 

by Cindy McCormack 

T here are exciting things happening at Christ 

Church and we hope you will be part of the growth 

we are seeing! I will be leading the youth group at 

Christ Church this year and am excited to be working 

with your children. As you may know, Father Bill will 

be preparing many of our youth for Confirmation 

(offered to those in 7th grade and older). Many of the 

Confirmation candidates will be helping Father Bill 

with the First Intentional Communion classes and 

serving as mentors to the younger students. I would 

like to offer a class at 9:00 am about two Sundays a 

month to supplement the other programs they will be 

involved with this year. This group is also intended for 

those who have already been confirmed! 

This group is meant for those in 7th grade and older. 

We will focus on how teens are called to do Christ's 

work here in Monmouth County and beyond. Service 

projects will be an integral part of our fellowship.  I 

realize the demands on your schedules and I am 

open to changing the meeting time to one that is more 

mutually convenient.  But to start, I would like to meet 

on October 4th at 9:00 in the Youth Lounge. Below 

are some upcoming events we would like to partici-

pate in, so please save the dates! 

● Oct. 4th—Group Meets 9:00 a.m.  Hunger in 

Monmouth County 

● Oct. 10th Calico Fair—Lots of volunteer op-

portunities available! 

● Oct. 18th—CROP Walk  2:00 p.m. Red Bank 

Regional HS (Group meets at Panera after 

Church for lunch, then walk!) 

● Oct. 25th—Class 9:00 a.m. Youth Lounge  

● Nov. 14th—Stop Hunger Now Event with the 

Middletown Reformed Church (Time/Location 

TBD) 

● Nov. 15th—First Intentional Communion Lit-

urgy, 10:00 a.m., New Church; Thanksgiving 

Ingathering; help to organize food in the Un-

dercroft after church 

● Nov. 22nd Class—9:00 a.m. Youth Lounge 

(After Church - Service hours available - 

transport turkeys, etc. to St. Mark's Soup 

Kitchen) Continued on page 11 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/christian-formation/childrens-registration
http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/christian-formation/youth-registration
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Looking ahead, here are some December Events:  

● Dec. 6—Spaghetti Supper  

● Dec. 6—Christmas Ingathering  

● Dec 12—Cookie Walk  

As you can see, there are many service opportunities available for 

your student and we would love for them to join us whenever their 

schedule permits.  For our first class, let me know if your child can 

make the meeting. Fresh bagels and juice will be served.  Also, if 

anyone feels called to help in any way please contact me anytime. 

I look forward to seeing your child on October 4th!  

Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader 

Youth Group   (continued from page 10) 

Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild needs new members to continue its mission of pre-

paring both churches for worship services. It is pleasant work with 

nice people and the teams serve about once a month. Training will 

be provided. For more information contact Joyce Friedersdorff at 

732-671-7381. 

Church School Teachers 

Church School teachers are needed! Please contact Cindy McCor-

mack or Christine Ruland at the Christ Church office if you can 

help.  Thank you!  

Coffee Hour Hosts 

The Coffee Hour host sign-up sheet is located on the undercroft 

bulletin board.  Please consider hosting a simple coffee hour, and 

sign up to become a part of this important ministry. Thank you! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
“Many hands make light the work” 

There are many little projects which need to be done around the 

church.  Are you able to give a little bit of your time and energy to 

help beautify our church or grounds?  Look for the sign-up sheets 

on the undercroft bulletin board and please consider signing up to 

accomplish a small project. 

Thank you… 

to Joyce Wright for the landscaping gift in the gardens outside the 

Undercroft.   

M ark your calendars and save the 

date!  The Rt. Rev. William “Chip” 

Stokes, Bishop of New Jersey, will visit 

Christ Church, Middletown, on Wednes-

day, April 13, 2016.  If you would like to 

be Confirmed, Received into the Episco-

pal Church, or Reaffirm your Baptismal 

vows, please speak to Father Bill. 

Bishop’s Visitation 

Would you like to be an  

Acolyte? 

Y ouths 4th Grade and up are invited 

to participate in this important part 

of worship. Please contact Peter 

Schabert at p_schabert@yahoo.com or 

732-275-6152.  Thank you! 
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Centering Prayer 

B e still and know God in the Centering Prayer 

form.  Contemplative Prayer is now on sum-

mer recess, and will resume in the fall. The group 

will meet on Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Library.  

Please check the weekly announcements for our 

fall start date.  No experience necessary, all are 

welcome. 

Adult Christian Formation 

E ducation For Ministry (EFM) is 

a wonderful program but one 

that demands a commitment of 

time and money.  It is a require-

ment of Sewanee (The School of 

Theology at the University of the 

South, Sewanee) that a group 

have no fewer than six people.  

This year we were able to enroll 

four very interested parishioners.  

In lieu of not having this model of 

Adult Education/Formation pro-

gram for the 2015/16 program 

year, those four and myself have 

elected to engage a program which 

contains elements of the EFM for-

mat and teaching while lessening 

the time commitment and without a 

fee.  This is a new idea of mine 

with the hopes it will raise aware-

ness of EFM and increase interest 

for next fall. 

Everyone is welcome to join us 

and sample one or more of the 

sessions that interest you. We ask 

that you commit to an entire ses-

sion as consistent attendance is 

necessary to develop the trust and 

community inherent in the EFM 

model. We will meet two Mondays 

a month from 6-8:30 PM in the 

church library.  Session One on 

October 12th (see below) is a more 

complete outline of each session. 

The October 12th session includes 

an introduction to Spiritual Autobi-

ography and a study of the Nicene 

Creed: 

 October 12th session – Intro-

duction to the format; creating 

group norms; overview of the 

history of the Nicene Creed; 

Chapter One in Loving the 

Questions by Marianne Micks 

(available on Amazon); begin-

ning a spiritual auto-biography 

time line 

 October 26th session – 

Chapters 2, 3 and 4 (Who Is 

God?, Who is Creator?, Who is 

the Christ?); spiritual autobiog-

raphy timeline 

 November 9th session – 

Chapters 5, 6, and 7 (What is 

Salvation?, Who is God the 

Spirit?, What is the Church?); 

spiritual autobiography timeline 

 November 23th session – 

Chapters 8, 9 and 10 (What is 

Baptism?, What is Our Fu-

ture?, What Difference Does It 

Make?); completing the spiri-

tual auto-biography timeline; 

plans for Advent 

The group will decide together 

what the focus will be for the fol-

lowing sessions.  Topics under 

consideration are: 

During Advent reading The Art of 

Theological Reflection by Patricia 

O’Connell Killen and John DeBeer; 

Introduction to theological reflec-

tion 

Subsequent sessions may include 

a study of the Apocrypha, explor-

ing theological thought throughout 

history, an overview of the historic 

documents of the church, and 

other ideas that have yet to be ex-

plored.   

—Edna Marie Thomas 

T he Tuesday morning Women's 

Study Group is currently read-

ing This I Believe, a compilation 

of the personal philosophies of 

remarkable men and women. All 

women are welcome to join this 

friendly group from 10:30 a.m.—

12 noon.   

Women’s Study Group 

Sampling 

http://www.amazon.com/Loving-Questions-Exploration-Nicene-Creed/dp/1596280085/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1443105018&sr=8-1&keywords=Loving+the+questions
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Please continue to pray  

for Christ Church 

A lmighty and ever-living God, 

ruler of all things in heaven 

and earth, hear our prayers for this 

parish family.  Strengthen the faith-

ful, arouse the careless, and restore 

the penitent.  Grant us all things 

necessary for our common life, and 

bring us all to be of one heart and 

mind within your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  [BCP, p.817] 

Prayer Chain 

C hrist Church Prayer Chain is a group of people dedicated to 

daily intercessory prayer for each of those on their prayer list.  

Please email Stephanie Faulkner at cc-prayerchain@verizon.net 

with your confidential prayer requests, or if you wish to join the 

prayer team. Feel free to call the church office with any prayer re-

quests if you do not have email.   

Worship 
Join us for worship:  

● Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Church (contemporary music 

with piano accompaniment) 

● Sundays at 8:00 a.m. in the Old Church (no music) 

● Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the New Church (traditional music, 

choir, and pipe organ) 

● Taizé Prayer and Holy Eucharist on the second Saturday of 

each month, at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Church. The next Taizé ser-

vice will be offered on October 10th.  

I f you are looking for a quiet, 

peaceful worship experience, join 

us for Taizé prayer and Holy Eucha-

rist on Saturday, October 10th at 

5:30 p.m. in the Old Church.   

Taizé is a meditative service 

marked by significant periods of si-

lence, meditation, and simple songs 

in a candlelight setting.  

October 10 

Recently Departed Loved Ones 
Ernesto Escobar, 

beloved father of Roxanna Escobar, passed over into eternal life on 

September 22, 2015. 

Please hold the family in your prayers, especially Roxanna 

Escobar, Germania and Herb Spaulding, and their sons, Daniel, 

and Christian. 

Frank Biddle, 

beloved brother of Kim Schuler, passed over into eternal life on 

September 23, 2015. 

Please hold the family in your prayers, especially Kim and Bob 

Schuler, and their daughter Anna; and Candi and Steve Carl, and 

children Ryan and Vivienne. 
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Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 

Assistant Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Music 
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 
Marilyn Brace, Organist 
Dawn Stegner, Saturday Accompanist 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Ruland 
732-671-2524;  
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net 

Sexton 
Jordan Sisolak 

Wardens 
Barbara Garrity 
Cynthia McCormack 

Parish Officers 
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers 
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk 

Vestry 
Sandra Casci, Worship  
Kim Schuler, New Membership 
Joyce Wright,  Existing Membership 
Tom Warren, Outreach  
Chuck Watson, Finance & Administration 
Pat Robertson, Stewardship 
Robert Wilson, Buildings and Grounds 
Jane Foran, Communications 
 

Feline in Residence 
Sylvia, D. EoT 

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry 

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
4th Saturday of the month, (excluding holiday 

weekends) 8:30—11:30 am Job Search Net-
working 

Support Group Schedule 

in the undercroft 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:15 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Bell Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 6:30 pm 
Adult Choir Rehearsal Thursdays 7:30 pm 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown. 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

● Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Church 

● Taizé Worship (2nd Saturday of each month) 

● Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Old Church 

● Sundays at 10 a.m. in the New Church  

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

